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The Missouri Compact 
Newsletter of the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Missouri 

 From the Governor’s Quill 

 

What a wonderful year 2016 was for the 

Missouri Society of Mayflower Descend-

ants! Through the hard work of countless 

members, our Society continued to grow 

and prosper with new faces, fresh ideas and 

a continued dedication to the ideals and 

spirit of our Pilgrim ancestors.  

During 2016, the Missouri Society contin-

ued to deepen our tradition of volunteerism, 

educated the next generation of America’s 

leaders through our Scholarship fund, and 

said thank you to our veterans, through our 

Wreaths Across America project. I am al-

ways impressed and humbled by how our 

members give selflessly of their time, tal-

ents and treasure to ensure that the mission 

and goals of our Society are fulfilled.  

As I and the board plan for 2017 and be-

yond, a large emphasis will be placed upon 

identifying and training the next generation 

of Missouri Society leaders. We currently 

have many roles that are either partially 

filled or are filled by volunteers who wish to 

retire into the role of “elder statesman”. 

Many of the open slots are committee work 

and we use Skype and e-mail as much as 

possible to communicate, so living outside 

of St. Louis is not an issue. If you feel that 

you would like to add your opinions and tal-

ents in running the Society, we would love 

for you to play a role! 

Finally, I am very proud to report that the 

Missouri Society had a great year fundrais-

ing for the scholarship fund through both 

the Wreaths project and the Cape Cod 

1620 print made possible by artist and Mis-

souri Society Former Governor Cedric 

Hustace. Although more can always be 

done, I want to say thank you to all who do-

nated to this wonderful cause. If anyone 

has questions or would like more infor-

mation regarding either of these two pro-

grams, please feel free to reach out to me at 

mayflowermo1620@aol.com. 

  

Thank you again to all those who gave an 

encouraging word or volunteered to help our 

Society over the past year. With your help, I 

know that 2017 will be our best year ever! 

 

Warmly, 

 

Keith E. Morris 

Governor 

 

mailto:mayflowermo1620@aol.com
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ANNUAL SPRING LUNCHEON SCHEDULED 

The Annual Spring Luncheon in Columbia will be April 22nd at the Umbria Rustic Italian Restaurant near MU 

Campus on 904 Elm St. and 10th.  There is a free parking garage across the street.  We have the room from 

11 to 3.  It will be Italian food served in a buffet in The Cellar Room.  Advance reservations required.  Mem-

bers and their guests are welcome.   (Jack's Gourmet where we usually hold our meeting is selling because 

the owner passed.  Next year we may be back at Jack's or a new place. )     

Susan Nitzsche, Chair  

HEART OF AMERICA COLONY ANNOUNCEMENT 

The HOA "luncheon" or early supper will be at 4:30 p.m. at Places Restaurant in John Knox Village, Lee’s 

Summit on May 6th.  Reservations should be made by contacting Treasurer, Jerry Ford at 816-251-7570 or 

ford1962@att.net.   Members and their guests are welcome! 

Regrettably, we were not able to pass the Commemorative Coin Bill last year; however, plans are in the 

works to try again in conjunction with the Plymouth 400. All of your efforts were and are appreciated. 

We will keep you updated on what we might be able to do to help as we get closer to 2020.  

        Cynthia Tinney, GSMD Junior Chair 

DUES AND DUTIES 

Missouri Society 2017 dues were due by January 1st, 2017.  If you have not paid your dues yet, please re-

mit $35 to Joan Gooding—10538 Alswell Ct., St. Louis, MO 63128 as soon as possible.  Payable to Missouri 

Mayflower Society.  Don’t let your membership lapse!  Those who have not paid will be dropped from ac-

tive membership rolls. 

We use email  to send out the majority of Newsletters to members.  If you are still receiving snail-mailed 

newsletters, and wish to change to receive the full-colored copy via your email, please send notice to Sec. 

Earlene Lawrence.  In addition, please notify Earlene of any update to your personal information such as 

name change, new address/phone, and/or email.   Send to elawrence746@sbcglobal.net  or by mail to:   

34 Evergreen Lane, Glen Carbon, IL 62034-1708. 

Also, please update address/email/phone on your nominated JUNIOR MEMBERS.  We have several that 

now have bad contact info.  Call Marietta Boenker with any Junior Member updates.  (816) 524-1817 or 

email to mayflowereditor@yahoo.com.   

 

GREATER OZARKS COLONY ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Greater Ozarks Colony will hold it’s next luncheon at the Golden Coral Restaurant, 2734 North Kansas 

Expressway, North Springfield, MO on March 25th at 11:30 a.m.   No reservations required.  Society members 

and their guests are welcome. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

12 Dec 2016  MO 1040  Sumner Gary Hunnewell, Arnold; Desc. of William Brewster 

17 Dec 2016 MO 1041   Linda Kay Anderson;  Kimberling City; Desc. of Thomas Rogers      

    (Transfer from NV) 

   9 Jan 2017  MO 1042   Rhonda Jean Wilhite; Independence; Desc. of Richard More 

 

WELCOME NEW JUNIOR MEMBERS 

 

Jr # 502   John Alden Palmer; Nominated by Donald J. Palmer, Jr.; Desc. of John Alden 

Jr # 503 Sarah Elizabeth Palmer; Nominated by Donald J. Palmer, Jr.; Desc of John    

  Alden 

Jr # 504 Caden Michael Zwick; Nominated by Marylou Spoon; Desc. of George Soule 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS! 

Dennis Hite 

Bryan Hite 

 

 

IN MEMORIUM 

On Jan 17, 2017,  we lost LIFE member Mrs. Elizabeth Gay (Webster) Wrona of Branson, 

MO. 
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MISSOURI MEMBERSHIP MILESTONES        

(Years since election to membership) 

Ms. Barbara Helen Farris, Mar 1, 1949  ( 68 years) 

Mrs. Jacqueline Julia (Fish) Byrd, Mar 26, 1956 (61 years) 

Mr. Cedric Hustace, Oct 22, 1956 (61 years) 

Mr. James Elmer McKee, Mar 29, 1962 (55 years) 

Ms. Ann Farrar Hyde, Apr 24, 1963 (54 years) 

Mr. Kenneth Barrett Cooper, Oct 20, 1967 (50 years) 

Mr. Robert Crump Fields, Apr 25, 1969 (48 years) 

Mrs. Phoebe (Beetham) Wright,  Nov 3, 1969 ( 48 years) 

Mrs. Elizabeth Ann (Doggett) Atkins, Jan 16, 1970 (47 years) 

Dr. Joseph James Doggett, Jan 16, 1970 (47 years) 

Mr. Russel Edgar Sackreiter, Mar 11, 1970 (47 years) 

Mr. William Bellew Byrd, Apr 11, 1970 (47 years) 

Mr. Russel Edgar Sackreiter, Jun 15, 1970 (47 years 

Mrs. Amorette Haws, Jul 8, 1970 (47 years) 

Mrs. Jeanne Doreen (McMahon) Nangle, Oct 30, 1970 (47 years) 

Mr. Thomas Clark Mendenhall, Mar 8, 1971 (46 years) 

Mrs. Leslie Alice (Vander Muelen) Richards, Sep 1, 1971 (46 years) 

Mrs. Barbara Anne (Freschi) Matteson, Nov 18, 1971 (46 years) 

Mr. Bradford Lockwood Brooks, May 1, 1972 (45 years) 

Mrs. Lovis Gordon (Smith) Brodbeck, Jul 26, 1972 (45 years) 

Mrs. Rebecca Ann (Kidwell) Huber, Dec 4, 1972 (45 years) 

Mrs. Lucia Minerva (Moore) Orr, Jul 30, 1973 (44 years) 

Mr. Jerome Wade Compton, Dec 18, 1973 (44 years) 

Mr. Michael Allan Inman, Mar 19, 1974 (43 years) 

Mrs. Sharon Lynn (Butler) Lamm, May 2, 1975 (42 years) 

Ms. Carol Anne (Marshall) Gisselquist, May 14, 1975 (42 years) 

Mrs. Alena Sue (Rodgers) Vesser, May 19, 1975 (42 years) 

Mr. Thomas Hettinger Woodbury, Jun 25, 1975 (42 years) 

Mr. Charles Millege Morgan, Jul 17, 1975 (42 years) 

Mrs. Janice Elaine (Duram) Towsley, Nov 12, 1975 (42 years) 
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Mr. Howard George Lay, Nov. 1, 1976 (41 years) 

Ms. Linda Reed Roche, Dec 29, 1976 (41 years) 

Mrs. LaVeda Estalene Cross, Jan 15, 1977 (40 years) 

Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Colvin, Aug 26, 1978 (39 years) 

Ms. Ann Robinson McReynolds, Nov 19, 1978 (39 years) 

Mr. Timothy Sheridan Marvin, Nov 19, 1978 (39 years) 

Mr. Jeffrey Alan Thorton, Jul 22, 1979 (38 years) 

Ms. Gretchen Elise Freund, Sep 16, 1980 (37 years) 

Mrs. Marjorie Elizabeth (Huffman) Hervey, Nov 22, 1980 (37 years) 

Mrs. Julia Ann Benage-Pederson, Jul 2, 1981 (36 years) 

Mrs. Ann Cummings Houx, Aug 3, 1981 (36 years) 

Mr. Lee Sawyer Fields, Sep 30, 1981 (36 years) 

Mrs. Madelyn Gayle (Marshall) Adams, Nov 6, 1981 (36 years) 

Mr. Michael William Vesser, Nov 6, 1981 (36 years) 

Mr. Kent Rodgers Vesser, Nov 6, 1981 (36 years) 

Mrs. Lani Ann (Hustace) George, Jan 10, 1982 (35 years) 

Mr. Mark Alan Barteau, Jan 21, 1982 (35 years) 

Ms. Carol Joyce Webster, Sep 22, 1982 (35 years) 

Mr. John Cortis Freschi, Feb 23, 1983 (34 years) 

Mrs. Geneva Elaine (Watson) Bonifield, Feb 23, 1983 (34 years) 

Mrs. Pamela Kay (West) Carter, Mar 6, 1983 (34 years) 

Mr. Walter Eugene Wagner, Sep 22, 1983 (34 years) 

Mrs. Carol Maxine (Foote) Williams, Oct 26, 1983 (34 years) 

Mrs. Jennifer Diane (Dawson) Nicholson, Jan 10, 1984 (33 years) 

Mrs. Peggy Ann (Steward) Stroh, Jan 17, 1984 (33 years) 

Mrs. Joan Caroline (Hustace) Walker, Sep 28, 1984 (33 years) 

Mrs. Patricia Ann (Bennett) Ferguson, Mar 10, 1985 (32 years) 

Mr. William Brewster Robinson, Sep 15, 1986 (31 years) 

Mr. Norman Bailie Leppo, Mar 10, 1987 (30 years) 

Mr. Hal Little Share, Dec 8, 1987 (30 years) 

Ms. Carol Christine (Anderson) Carter, Dec 29, 1987 (30 years) 

Ms. Betsey Bradford Anderson, Dec 29, 1987 (30 years) 
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The Landing of the Pilgrims. England, 1820. Commissioned by Plymouth historian Samuel Davis to commemorate the 200th  anniver-
sary of the landing of the Pilgrims in Plymouth. Read the speech by Daniel Webster: Plymouth Oration by Daniel Webster.  

On December 15, 1620, three hundred ninety-six years ago, your ancestors arrived at Plymouth to establish 
the first permanent colony in New England. They had left from Plymouth, England, three months before 
aboard the Mayflower, not knowing that they would providentially live in Plymouth! An explorer named John 
Smith had surveyed the area in 1614, naming the location, “Plimoth”. The decision to make this location their 
home was not a difficult one, even though they thoughtfully scouted the land to be certain that met their 
needs to survive as a colony:  “…there were…oaks, pines, walnuts, beech sassafras, vines, and other trees 
which we know not. This bay is a most hopeful place…four or five running brooks of very sweet fresh water, 
that all run into the sea”. "They arrived safe in this harbor... [and] began to erect the first house for common 
use to receive them and their goods."  - William Bradford  

On the 19th of December, twenty men went on shore, searching several miles of the area. The next morning, 
they met and agreed that Plymouth was a “fitting” place for them to build houses. Historians describe the 
winter of 1620 as a “mild” one, although the ground was frozen and covered in snow! There was a great deal 
of wind-driven rain, and it wasn’t until four days later that they were able to go on shore and cut trees “to 
provide ‘stuff’ for building.”   

The Mayflower was anchored about a mile away in Plymouth Harbor, making travel to the shore quite a task, 
and requiring multiple trips in the shallop and long boat. Very ill passengers who were low on food, were still 
aboard the Mayflower, being tended to those who were still well, many were children caregivers. The illness-
es began taking a toll on the population of this future colony.    

With some supplies on land, the Pilgrims determined where the main street should be. On December 23, 
1620, the first street was named "The Street" and it ran from the top of the hill to the beach.    

Today in Our History     

Establishing Plymouth Colony   

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~dwebster/speeches/plymouth-oration.html
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~dwebster/speeches/plymouth-oration.html
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~dwebster/speeches/plymouth-oration.html
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~dwebster/speeches/plymouth-oration.html
http://www.stormfax.com/thanksgv.htm
http://www.stormfax.com/thanksgv.htm
http://www.stormfax.com/thanksgv.htm
http://www.stormfax.com/thanksgv.htm
http://pilgrimjohnhowlandsociety.org/shallop
http://pilgrimjohnhowlandsociety.org/shallop
http://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids/homework-help/who-were-pilgrims
http://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids/homework-help/who-were-pilgrims
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On December 25, the first structure, a “common house” 

was begun. It was deemed necessary to store provisions 

(supplies) from the Mayflower but soon became a shelter 

for the ill.  At the end of the first winter in 1621, half of 

the colony died as a result of the severe winter and dis-

ease.   

In early January the plank homes began to resemble a col-

ony. The common house was nearly finished and the plot 

of land to build their town was being divided among the 

families, with each man responsible for building his own 

house. The men sawed planks from trees  

First Street, later named Leyden Street – while the boys 

made (source, Wikipedia) wooden pegs which would be used to 

hold the planks together. Packed dirt became a floor and 

the roof was made of dried grass tied into bundles called 

thatch. The storage house was finished in time for the col-

ony’s two leaders to join the others who were also ill.  

John Carver and William Bradford were recovering inside 

when the thatch on the roof caught fire from a spark. All 

of the patients made their escape before the stored gun 

powder caused the new world’s first explosion, or this sto-

ry would have had a different ending!       

By January 29, the group began sending the long-boat and 

shallop to the Mayflower to transport more of their 

“common goods” back to the common house on the 

shore. Many days and nights were still spent aboard the 

Mayflower because the fierce wind, snow and rain pre-

vented them from working on their homes. Some of the 

storms were so violent that the rain washed the clay daub-

ing (mortar) from the sides of the houses.   

The Pilgrims built their homes with thatched roofs at first, 

but they soon learned how easily they could catch fire. 

The colony eventually passed a law that required new 

homes to be built with plank instead. The homes had dirt 

floors and each had an area inside for a fire. This was their 

only source of heat and the only way to cook. Each family 

was also assigned a plot of garden land just outside of 

town, where they could grow corn, beans, peas, wheat, 

and other crops that required more space.   

 Today, the Harlow Old Fort House is one of the few re-

maining buildings in Plymouth built in the 1600s by a 

farmer, cooper and town official named William Harlow. 

When the Pilgrims’ fort was removed in 1677, he was giv-

en permission to use the wood in the construction of his 

home and as Mayflower Pilgrim descendants, the wood 

beams inside this home are pieces of our history.   

Sources: Hyperlinked sites in the text provide additional historical information 

by double-clicking the underscored words.   

More pleasant weather permitted the able bodied men to work 

building a platform (fort) at the top of the hill on December 28.  

This site had views of the bay and a protective overview of The 

Street, later called First Street and now named Leyden Street.  

On this “fair street” was the construction of two rows of plank 

houses and the fort 

would serve as lookout 

for their security  as 

well as a meeting 

house for their reli-

gious services. 

 

 

Sources:  

Hyperlinked sites in the text provide additional historical information by 

double-clicking the underscored words.  

Mourt's Relation: A Journal of the Plantation at Plymouth. Henry M. Dexter, 

ed. Boston, John Kimball Wiggin, 1865, pages 35-43. The Mayflower and the 

Pilgrims’ New World. Nathaniel Philbrick. pages 83-88.  

Plimoth.org  

Bob Vila at Plimoth Plantation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Hc21h_adwfc Wikipedia:  Leyden Street; removal of fort  

Division of land among 

Pilgrims.  Today brass 

plaques mark the first 

homes on  First Street, 

later named Leyden 

street—source, Wikipedia 

Painting of Plymouth Colony as it might have looked in 1622—Courtesy of 

Pilmoth Plantation. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leyden_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leyden_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leyden_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leyden_Street
https://youtu.be/Hc21h_adwfc
https://youtu.be/Hc21h_adwfc
https://youtu.be/Hc21h_adwfc
https://youtu.be/Hc21h_adwfc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hc21h_adwfc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hc21h_adwfc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hc21h_adwfc&feature=youtu.be
http://www.plymouthantiquariansociety.org/historic.htm
http://www.plymouthantiquariansociety.org/historic.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlow_Old_Fort_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlow_Old_Fort_House
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA REPORT 

 

A freezing rain and strong winds could not deter the 

many volunteers from remembering and honoring 

the fallen by laying wreaths at Jefferson Barracks Na-

tional Cemetery on December 17th 2016.  Due to the 

weather and much to the gratitude of all in attend-

ance, the ceremony was held in the Jefferson Bar-

racks chapel. 

As in years past, I spoke to the audience about our 

Pilgrim ancestors, their contributions to our history 

and why we as a country should participate in events 

like the national Wreaths Across America day.  After 

the ceremony conclusion, I and others from our Soci-

ety along with members of the Fernando De Leyba 

Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution laid 

wreaths at the headstones of the fallen. 

 

 

I am extremely happy and proud to report that the 

Missouri Society contributed great numbers of 

wreaths towards the 2016 event.  At last count the 

Society donated 70 wreaths for a total rebate of 

$350 toward our scholarship fund. 

Please mark your calendars now and join me on De-

cember 16th 2017 for this incredibly moving and pat-

riotic event.  

Keith Morris, Governor 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Photo courtesy of Charles Lilly 

MISSOURI MAYFLOWER SOCIETY 2017 SCHOLARSHIP  

The Missouri Society is once again offering three scholarships ($1,500, $1,000, and $500) to 
Missouri high school seniors.  In order to apply, they must be citizens of Missouri  and be will-
ing to write us an essay.  The topic this year is "The Contributions of Women Pilgrims to Plym-
outh Colony."   We hope to receive many insightful papers regarding our ancestral mothers.   

The scholarship entry deadline is March 1st.  The Committee  will make its decisions shortly 
thereafter, and we will introduce the winning candidates at the Spring Luncheon April 22nd. 

The application can be found on the Society's website momayflower.org 

Mimi White, Chairman 

From left to right are:  Marvin Koechig (red coat); Michael Shea; Doug Neff (in white standing behind); Steve 

White (in uniform —stepson of Mimi White); Steven Baldwin (Mayflower member); Keith Morris; and Bill Grote 

(in uniform—husband of Sylvia Grote) 
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Earlene Lawrence, Secretary                           

34 Evergreen Lane                                

Glen Carbon, IL 62034-1708                                       

elawrence746@sbcglobal.net 

Missouri Compact Editor                                 

Marietta Boenker  (816) 524-1817                                          

MayflowerEditor@yahoo.com 

Website: momayflower.org 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Mar 25  - (11:30 a.m.)  Greater Ozarks Colony Luncheon, Springfield, MO 

Apr. 22 -  (11:30 a.m.) Annual Spring Luncheon, Columbia, MO 

May 6th (4:30  p.m.) Heart of America Colony Luncheon.     

   Places Restaurant,  Lee’s Summit. 

August 4, 11, 18, and 25—Pilgrim Progress march/parade in Plymouth.                             

   Costumes provided.  Plymouth.cmtinney@yahoo.com 

Sep. 8—14—GSMD Congress, Plymouth, MA 

Sep. 18— Oct 2  - Historic site tour to England and Holland.  Go to GSMD                            

   website for details. 


